
PROPOSAL
Sponsorship

Become a Proud Sponsor of Access for All
and our Summer Events

 



About Us
Our Mission is to promote an appreciation for and preservation

of the natural environment and cultural heritage of the Apostle

Islands National Lakeshore.

Our efforts connect people with the history, beauty, and

adventure of the Apostle Islands National Lakeshore; support

the educational, recreational, and resource protection efforts of

the National Park Service; raise funds to support park projects

and events, and increase community involvement with the

Islands.



The heart of our parks is the people who explore them, learn about them, love
them, and then work to protect them. If the Apostle Islands National Lakeshore is to
thrive in the face of changing times, we must work to keep the park relevant to both
current and future generations. Friends works to connect with all demographics,
including those who have yet to experience our national parks, to ensure a strong
base of park users, park supporters, and park lovers through our support of
programs like Stewards of Tomorrow, and Island School. We also offer adult
education through programs, publications, outreach, podcasts, and more. 

National parks belong to all of us. Our strong partnership with the National Park
Service, business partners, and organizations is removing barriers for people of all
abilities to explore the Apostle Islands. Our Access for All fund is helping to
leverage funds and support in a variety of ways, from the creation of the all-
accessible Stockton Island amphitheater to captioning videos and alt-text features
on our internet offerings. The need to enhance park accessibility for all is a major
goal of Friends and the National Park Service and an important focus of our work.

Four PillarsOur
Accessibility

Education

To love a place is to give back. Friends offers our members a wide variety of ways to
give back to the islands. We plant beach grass on island sandspits and mainland
beaches to prevent erosion, tend the historic gardens at the Michigan Island
Lighthouse and the Gaylord A. Nelson garden on the headquarters grounds, build
bat houses, participate in litter pickups to keep trash out of the lake and off our
islands, educate beach walkers about the fragility of nesting piping plovers, help
with public outreach at events, and more, all to help you help the islands you love. 

Service

Stewardship
How do we preserve history in the park? How do we ensure that others can
experience the dark skies or diversity of wildlife for generations to come? We
become stewards of this place. Friends works with the park to provide funding for
projects like the restoration of historic structures, purchase bear boxes to keep both
campers and wildlife safe, explore the role of Citizen Science projects in the park,
purchase solar shares for the new Visitor Center at Little Sand Bay to lower its
carbon footprint, and investigate a Dark Sky designation to keep the stars shining
bright. We all have a hand in the future. Help us use it wisely. 
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Honorary Chairperson 
Greg Lais, Founder and former Executive Director of Wilderness Inquiry
Committee Chair for Friends 
Erica Peterson, Friends Board Chair emeritus 
National Park Liaison 
Lynne Dominy, Apostle Islands National Lakeshore 

Committee Members 
Jeff Rennicke, Friends Executive Director 
Kelley Linehan, Friends Board Member 

Bill Botten, Training Coordinator, U.S. Access Board 

John Boyle, Friends Board Member

Sam Cook, Duluth News Tribune (retired)

Mike Friis, Wisconsin Coastal Management, Department of Administration

Bob Jauch, Wisconsin State Senate (retired) Friends Board Member

Eric Larson, Adaptive Sports Supervisor, Courage Kenny Rehabilitation Center         

Larry MacDonald, Bayfield Mayor (retired) WI Coastal Management Board

Katie Napiwocki, Writer, Accessibility Advocate, Bloom Consulting                  

John Needen-Durst, Assistive Technology & Benefits Specialist, INDIGO, WI

John Nousaine, North Country Independent Living (retired)                    

Jill Nyberg, Executive Director, INDIGO WI 

Jon Okerstrom, Friends Board Member 

Erika Rivers, Executive Director, Wilderness Inquiry 

Daniel Skenderian, Clinical Psychologist, Casa Colina Center 

Cheryl Schiltz, Author, Silencing the Noise of Disability 

John Strattee, Pine Forest Lodge

Peter Tropman/Virginia Graves, Black Spruce Fund

Patrick Walters, Wickcraft Boardwalks

Mark Weller, Friends Vice Chair & Board Member 

 Access for All Advisory
 Committee MembersMeet Our 



Tracy Tabaka looks out at the blue horizons of
Lake Superior. There, just beyond the Meyers
Beach parking area, lie the green jewels of the
wild Apostle Islands, the famous sea caves. She
smiles, thinking of the freedom she will feel
with a paddle in her hands, the wind in her
face. She has been dreaming of this moment
for years. But that smile fades as she looks
down at the barrier before her -- 45 steps
tumbling down the 23-foot bank to the
launching area below – and then at her
wheelchair. 

"When I pick up a paddle, I am no more
disabled than anyone else," she said of that
moment. "The only real difficulty is all those
stairs.” 

 
National parks, like the Apostle Islands, belong
to all of us. Yet for the one in five Americans
like Tracy who live with mobility challenges, “all
those stairs” can spell the difference between
the adventure of a lifetime and a lifetime of
being left behind. 

 

 

 Featured Project Our 
“All those stairs.”

"When I pick up a paddle,
I am no more disabled

than anyone else." 

You can help change that.



 A wheelchair accessible overlook on the
dock at Little Sand Bay 
  Accessible campsites, restrooms, and
more than a mile of boardwalk on Sand
Island
An accessible amphitheater and campsite
on Stockton Island
Audio and tactile interpretative materials
at Visitor Centers and online
A new AA-Rated accessible website with
state of the art features

A 2012 “Accessibility Self-Evaluation,” made
clear both the challenges and opportunities
facing the Apostle Islands National Lakeshore
in its effort to become more accessible. Since
then, the NPS in partnership with Friends of
the Apostle Islands, has made much progress:

The first steps have been taken. Yet much
remains to be done.

The First Steps

The Trail Ahead for Everyone 
With the establishment of the Access for All
Fund campaign, Friends of the Apostle Islands,
the official philanthropic partner of the Apostle
Islands National Lakeshore, seeks to increase
its support of the projects making our park
more accessible to everyone. Our goal of
$325,000 in our Access for All campaign will
strengthen the park’s ability to implement
projects that may otherwise go unfunded for
decades, opening key areas of the park for use
by a wider range of visitors, removing “all
those stairs” as a barrier.



The Main Focus                                             of Access for All now
is a proposed 520-foot accessible ramp gently
traversing the hillside leading to a scenic
overlook and providing access to the kayak
launching area at Meyers Beach and beyond.
With Friends raising $325,000 and potential
matching funds provided by the National Park
Service, we can open one of the most beautiful
and popular areas of the Apostle Islands
National Lakeshore to everyone strengthening
our commitment to the belief that our park
truly belongs to all of us.
 
Providing access is more than the right thing
to do. It makes good economic sense as well.
With 1 in 5 Americans facing mobility
challenges, as many as 40,000 visitors a year in
the Apostle Islands will find the park difficult
or impossible to experience. Changing that
could mean a boost of over $2.7 million to the
local economy every year. And a lifetime of
priceless memories.
 
                                                      to prove that
national parks are for everyone.
Let's work together 

"Trips like this kept me
from giving up when I

learned of my
progressive neurological

disorder, Paddling the
Apostles Islands has
been life changing. It

shows that I can still do
some of the things I
love. It is completely

restorative even though
a am a puddle when I

am done."
Annie Hickman



 

 

 
Stockton
 Island 

Accessibility
 Tour

Board the NPS MV
Phoenix tour the new

accessible amphitheater

FRIDAY
JULY
2023 28

 

 

Our Summer SeriesAbout
The national lakeshore belongs to all of us. The focus of these events surrounding our
Access for All initiative is to make that a reality. We are bringing together donors,
decision makers, user groups, and the community to help raise awareness of the
need and the funds to make change including helping the park build boardwalks and
accessible campsites, replacing the 45 stairs to down to the popular Meyers Beach,
and more, You can be a proud partner of this effort by joining us as a sponsor of the
following events highlighting your company's commitment to ensuring our parks are
welcoming and accessible to all.

Wilderness Inquiry
& Meyers Beach

 
Saturday Site Tours

Evening Dinner
 

SATURDAY
JUNE
2023 3

Board the NPS MV
Phoenix to tour the new
accessible amphitheater

FRIDAY
JULY
2023 14

Stockton
 Island 

Accessibility
 Tour

Annual Cruise
Stockton Island

Board the Superior
Princess for an evening

dinner cruise 

THURSDAY
AUGUST

2023 10

2023

Friends
Information

Table 

SATURDAYS AT  MEYERS
BEACH & LITTLE SAND

BAY

SUMMER 10
Saturdays

On-site information
booth to raise public

awareness of the need
for accessible features



Sponsorship PackagesOur
Tier One
$ 5,000

Your logo is prominently
placed on the banner
present at all events.
Includes one year
Friends Business
Membership with
logo/link placement on
website

Your logo is placed on the
third tier of our banner at
all events.
Includes one year Friends
Business Membership with
logo/link placement on
website

Company logo placed
on on the third tier of
sponsors in all
newsletters sent out.
One Social Media Post

       of sponsorship
       appreciation

Company logo prominently
placed on all newsletters
sent out.
Display your business
brochure at selected
events.
Two Social Media Posts of
sponsorship appreciation
Two tickets to June 3rd and
Annual Cruise events

Your logo is placed on the
fourth tier of our banner at

Includes one year Friends
Business Membership with
logo/link placement on
website

       all events.

Company logo placed
on on the third tier of
sponsors in all
newsletters sent out.

Tier Three

Tier Four

Your logo is placed on
the second tier of our
banner at all events.
Includes one year
Friends Business
Membership with
logo/link placement on
website

Company logo placed on on
second tier of sponsors in all
newsletters sent out.
One Social Media Post

Two tickets to Annual Cruise
       of sponsorship appreciation

       

Tier Two
$ 2,500

$ 1,000

$ 500

In-Kind 
If you are interested in making an in-kind
donation, please contact us at 715-449-8602

In-kind donations will be
announced and
recognized at event. 



Contact us to secure your sponsorship today.

715-449-6900 (Jeff)
715-449-8602 (Jill)

friendsoftheapostleislands.org

P.O. Box 1574
Bayfield, WI 54814

jeff@friendsoftheapostleislands.org
jill@friendsoftheapostleislands.org

Sponsorship Return on InvestmentYour  
Reach an estimated 5,150 people directly through our Summer Series Events. Our
E-blasts and newsletters will put your logo in front of more than 1,500 people a
month. Social media and our website will bring your company to another 3,000
interested viewers. Our sponsors are a vital part of our event programs. We value this
partnership and know how important the return on your investment is to your
business. Your sponsorship of Access for All will show that you and your company
care. Help us make a difference.

 can be a part of the work that makes a
difference in the park we all love.

You  

Sponsorship participation time frame:

  

To maximize the benefits of your sponsorship we are asking that sponsorships be
secured by May 1, 2023 .  We look forward to partnering with you. 

If you have any questions or need additional information please reach out to us.
 


